INTRODUCTION

illuminate from his own articulate experience fields so diverse
as the teaching curricula and staff at Chartres and Paris, the
ecclesiastical administration of England, and the work of the
chancery clerks in the Roman Curia, and who is in himself
intensely individual and sympathetic, is better luck than the
historian can reasonably expect. This book rests so fully on
John of Salisbury and so constantly calls his writings as evidence
that it might almost bear the sub-title John of Salisbury and
His Circle. It does not bear it because such a sub-tide might
be misleading, for this book is in no sense a biography, but a
more composite portrait of an epoch and only incidentally of
some of the famous men who livedin it, and guided its fortunes.
For something like ten years this study has been the com-
panion of my leisure. Its completion has had continually to be
postponed in order to meet the pressure of more immediate
and topical writing. But although no one could claim topi-
cality for a work like this, yet it may not be altogether without
an indirect relevance to the essential task of our own genera-
tion. For the real task of John of Salisbury and his generation
was exacdy that of our own, to build up a civilization; and
although their methods cannot now be ours, yet we still build
upon the foundations they laid and use the instruments of
higher education which they founded. Were they alive to-day
they would still have a function to perform in the building
and perfecting of our civilization, and the record of their
failures and successes is still worth our attention.

R.L.
Winchester.

IX